The aim was to investigate the level of Pasteurella multocida infection from two anatomic sites of black rats (Rattus rattus), popularly referred to as house or roof rats in a commercial quail farmhouse with recurrent fowl cholera outbreaks and also to evaluate the association between the P. multocida found in rats co-habiting quail poultry houses and isolates from outbreaks of fowl cholera. Thus 100 pharyngeal and 100 rectum swabs samples taken from rats co-habiting farmhouse were obtained and evaluated bacteriologically for isolation of P. multocida; 54% of pharyngeal swabs and 62% of rectum swabs were positive for P. multocida. Extended phenotypic characterization of the isolates confirmed the presence of subspecies P. multocida multocida. Subspecies P.multocida septica and gallicida were not encountered. Ramdom serotyping of 5 isolates each from the two sites confirmed serotypes A:4. Fowl cholera outbreaks were confirmed on the quail houses and carrier rats had the same P. multocida subspecies and serotype as the infected quail. The public health significance of the finding is also discussed.
INTRODUCTION

Bacteria included in the genus
Materials and Methods
Rats
The black rats were obtained from the farmhouse by clubbing them to death.
The killed rats were either processed immediately or kept in the deep freezer for not more than 3 days before processing. The rats were often found in 
Phenotypic Examination
The killed rat heads were skin-shaven and the snouts aseptically snipped transversely with forceps to expose the nasal cavity from which swab samples were collected from nasal turbinate and mucosa and plated onto blood agar (Oxoid) for overnight culture at 37 o C.
Each rat was equally swab-sampled from the inner rectal mucosa for similar isolation of bacteria.
Pasteurella-like
colonies on blood agar were selected for identification, subspeciation (3), and in some cases, serotyping (13).
Results
P. multocida isolation
Of the 100 rat carcasses investigated for both pharyngeal and rectal isolation of P. multocida, 54 of the pharyngeal samples were positive, and 62 for the rectal samples obtained (Table 1) . Evidence of rat mortality due to pasteurellosis was not observed in our study and it has been reported by 
